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8 IC 2 8 bon 281 wakes in the Morn-( 6 
» © 1 faith ſhe, 1 throw my- 
Df 2 9 


i d, into the Arms of my⸗ 
Fs heavenly Love, as a Child 
1 e Arms of his Father. I riſe with 
a Deſign to ſerve and pleaſe him. And 
if Thave Time to pray, I fall upon my 
| Knees in his holy Preſence, and ſpeak 
to him, as if 1 really ſau him with my 
[ry 2 I OO up. wholly 


to 


4 


" * + 
* 1 
'2 0 Binz and defire bin to full all 


is holy Will in me, and that he would 
Mot ſuffer me that Day to do the leaſt 
Erhing which might be offenſive to 
Shim. Then I recommend to him all 
) Irbe Prayers which ſhall be made that 
Day. In ſhort: I love and praife him 
Fas much and as long as my Affairs per- 
mit; tho' very often I have hardly fo 
| much Time as to ſay the Lord's Prayer. 
But 1 do not trouble myſelf about that; 
for I have God always in my Heart, as 
well when J am about my Buſineſs, 
„ which I do in Obedience to his Wall, 
gas when I retire on purpoſe to Pray ; 
to him, This he himſelf has taught 
me, that whatever I do out of Love | to 
4 him, is a real 1 * 


—4 
i 


. . 


1 dreſs myſelf ; in "ki Packet "ud 
he ſhews me that his Love ſupplies me 
with Raiment. And when I go about 
my Bulineſs, even then doth he not for- 

g fake me, nor I him; but he converſes 
u ith x me, and I with him; ya, lam 


E then 


7 


5 then as s much united to him, as when I 
IT am at my Prayers, ſet apart on pur- 
poſe for my ſpiritual Recollection. O0! 

how ſweet and eaſy is all Labour and 
Toil in ſuch good Company! Some- 


times I perceive ſuch Strength and Sup- 


port in my Mind, that nothing is too 
hard for me, and I think myſelf alone 
able to manage the Affairs of the whole 
Family. Nothing but the Body is at 
Work, the Heart and myſelf burn with 
Love in the ſweet F amiliarity I enter- 1 
| lain with God. 1 


Ie eat and drink in bis Fr eſence, as 14 
do every Thing elſe, and it is as if! 
_ every Bit in the precious Blood 

my Saviour, and as if he himſelf ? 
gave me Food, on purpoſe to inflame | 
| my Love, id to engage it the more 
to himſelf. Leave you to judge, what 

Effect this muſt have upon my Soul. 
Indeed it is impoſſible for any body to 

expreſs it but God himſelf. As for me, 

my whole Life would never be ſuffici- 
ent to * an Account of it. 


2 


en | When I am about my Buſineſs in 
. he Day-time, running up and down, 
) 1 Fill the Body begins to be weary, or to 
ad Fepine, or to deſire unſeaſonable reſt i 
e- being oppreſſed with Anger and Uneaſi- 
neſs; my divine Love enlightens me 
rdheith, and ſhews me, how I ought 
o ſuppreſs thoſe rebellious Motions of 
corrupt Nature, and not to nouriſh 
t themat all, either by Word or Deed. 
h | 7 This Love keeps the Door of my Lips, 
and watches over my Heart, that it 
may not in the leaſt contribute to ſuch 
Tegen Paſſions, which thus are cruſh- 
* and ſubdued as loon as they riſe. 


But if at any Time, for Want of 
Care, I am ſurprized with theſe or the 
like Faults, J eannot be at Reſt, till I 
bee obtained Pardon, and God be re- 
* concil'd to me. I lie proſtrate before 
\ his F ootſtool, r e all my Faults 
L to bim, as If he did not know them 
1 | goes, and there I continue, till he 

has forgiven me, renewed his Friendſhip 
3 A 3 -: ww 


PF 


TEST” 


i with © me, "al confirmed it more than : 
before. For ſo it always happens 


through his infinite Mercy, whenever 1 
have committed a Fault, it ſerves # 
very much to inflame my Heart more 1 
and more with his divine Love. If Peo- 
ple perſecute me, and by foul and un- 
charitable Cenſures raiſe Scandals upon | 
me, or any other Way afflict me; or 
= 4 evil Spirits attack me with their craf- 1 
ty and cunning Temptations, I then 
preſently run to my heavenly Love, 
who readily ſtretches forth his ſacred F 
Arms to receive me, ſhewing me his 
| — and Wounds open for my Securi- 
ty; in which I hide myſelf as in a 
lig Caſtle or Fortreſs. And then 
am fo mightily ſtrengthened, that if the 
whole Army of Hell itſelf, together 
with all the Creatures, ſhould riſe up 
I againſt me, I fear them no more than 
2Ply, becauſe I am under the Pro- f 
tection of the moſt high God, his 
Cove being the Hiding- place and Safe- 4 
5 guard of my Soul. ; 


ths ua of 


If God at any Time hides his Face, 


making as if he would go away from 
me, I tell him: O! 'tis no Matter, 
my Love, conceal thyſelf as much 
as thou pleaſeſt, nevertheleſs I'll ſerve 
* thee; for I know that * thou art my 
God. And then I ſtand upon my 
Guard more than ever, to be faithful 
to him, for fear of diſpleaſing my 
Love. And at the ſame Time perceiv- 
ing the Greatneſs of my Miſery” and 
Poverty, I inſiſt the more upon the 


Merits of our Saviour, and reſolve to 


2 reſt contented, tho it ſhould pleaſe him 
to leave me all the Days of my Life 
in ſuch a Condition, But he never 
lets me continue long under theſe Cir- 

cumſtahces, and if I may venture fo 


to ſpeak, he cannot forbear loving 


_ me, any more than I can live without 


At FE Return he recompenſes the 


1 little Moment of his Abſence with ſo 
many . and Endearments, that 


often- 


T7. 


- oftentimes I am not able to bear them, 
but forced to cry out: I can receive 
no more! wherefore ©* I deſire him to 
moderate my Senſation, or elſe to let 
me die under the powerful Senſe of 4 
his gracious Preſence. ” 3 


Many Tim es, to bear this the better, 
4 left all, retiring into a Corner to caſe 4 
myſelf, by giving Vent to the Tears 
and Praiſes. due to his Majeſty, where- 
with my Heart was overcharged. And 
this I may do very well, ſince it is not 
the mere Senſe of his Kindneſs I long f 
for, but rather HIMSELF ALONE, that 
1 defire to enjoy. Although in the 
mean Time one ought thankfully to re- 4 
ceive theſe extraordinary Tokens f 
God's Mercy and Love, if it be his 
Oy Will ſo: o den with us. 


If I am panne on 88 to 
be merry in Company, I excuſe myſelf. 
For nothing can be compared to the 
; Pleaſures of my Love, which are ſo 
a much 


KD 


„ 1 uch the {weeter and greater, for my 


© Frithdrawing from all Company what- 
? Joever. If they wonder, how I can 
| ay always at Home alone. J think 


ithin myſelf: O! if you knew the 
I. eu Company I have, you would 
“ not ſay that I was alone: For Lam 
« never leſs alone, than when I have 
no body with me. 


1 Aſter this Manner I mend not only 
working Days, but Holydays too, being 
es as much employed i in the Jatter as 
in the former. Eut that is no Hindrance | 
to me, to whom Labour and Reſt, hard 
Iwork and eaſy, all Things are indif- 
Afcrent, ſince I do not look upon what I 
have to do, but upon him, for whoſe 
Sake I do it. I am fo taken up with his 
Love, that 1 have not Time to mind 
myſelf, nor any thing elſe but him alone. 


* 


But if I do any Thing amiſs, or 


. out of Seaſon, the 3 Moment I feel 
Ja violent Pain and Sorrow for what 1 
$ have 


[ 1 0 1 


have done, ſpringing from my Love, 
which alſo makes me Preſently hope 
for pardon ; ſo that thinking cf it no 
more, I go ſtraight forward on my 
Way, turning aſide neither to the 
Right- hand, nor to the Left. Ne ither | $ 
dol remember what is paſt, or to come, 
but only, that I may love God to the | 

| utmoſt of my rower.” 


7 


The Night coming on, and every 
one going to reſt, I find Reſt only in the 
Arms of divine Love: I fleep le ning 4 
on his holy Breaſt, like a Child in his 
Mother's Bofom. 1 ſay, I go to oY 4 
but being ſtill buſied about the Love 
and Praiſes of my God, till I fall } 
quite aſleep. Many Times this Love 
rouzes up all my Senſes, fo that I can- 
not ſleep the greateſt part of the Night, 
but I ſpend it in the Embraces of che 1 
lovely Grace of God, which never for- 1 
ſakes ſuch a poor miſerable Creature as * 
Jam, but preſerves me, and takes 7 1 
Cal Care of me. 1 


„ 

q If inthe Night t the oil Spiri its hover 

o about, to torment or ſurprize me, (which 
: often happens) this divine Love guards 
e me, and fights for me. Yea, it gives 
r me Grace too, to reſiſt them couragi- 
| FJouſly, as if 1 were awake. For they 
e ſeldom continue long to aſſault me, 


guolcb'i it be 1 in my Sleep. 


1 And this is the Life I 1 led for 
el Theſe twenty Years paſt; without per- 
ſceiving the leaſt Change of that Love 
3 zwhich was poured out into my Heart, 
Fafter my ſincere Converſion unto, him. 
Nay, have obſerved its daily Increaſe, 
| # tho every Day it, ſeemed impoffible 
to endure any Addition to what, I al- 
1 Fready enjoy'd. But truly, it is an in- 

+ finite Love, which ſatisfies andnouriſhes | 

me, fo that every. Day I have a new 
| Hunger, tho' methinks I can receive 
0 no more, than What 1 poſſeſs Alena 
Very Moment. 


2 
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3 The AE of her Life fn. po 
£ mong many other Obſervations, that 


verted and changed the Diſcourſe ; } 


with God, and by theſe Means the 


for a long while ſhe could bear no othe! 
' Diſcourſe but of God and his holy Love! 

I cannot imagine, ſaid ſhe, how a Soul 

created for Heaven, can be concerned a- 
bout the Droſs of this World. F rom} 
that Time, if ſhe happened to be in 
Company, where the Subject of the 
Diſcourſe was but indifferent, either ſhe 
did not mind it at all, entertaining her- 
ſelf the mean while with God; or, as 
ſoon as ſhe thought it proper, ſhe di- 1 


thinking it but loſt Time, which was b; 
e in the Trifles of this World. ! 


'To every Body thar had a Mind to be 
acquainted with God Almighty, the $ 
gave this Advice: To be ſilent, and to 
© learn to keep their Thoughts together 3 

in the Centre of the Heart: For this, 
© ſaid ſhe, is the Beginning of our Union | | 


Soul forgets earthly Things, and raiſes 8 
© herſelf up to the Contemplation of hea- : 
Cy 9 We 2 to loſe our 3 
ht Fami- * 


: P amiliarity Sd we Creatures, if we 
I deſire to enjoy the Converſation of the 
# Creator; a Moment of which doth 
- afford more Delight and Satisfaction, 
m's than all the fineſt Diſcourſes in the 
my World. NS 


She . once, - adi ſha did by no 
r- Ineans encourage any Deſire of knowing 
5 hat did not concern herfelf, When 
- Þ certain Perſon asked her, whether ſhe 

id not know ſuch a Story, that the 


own rang of at that Time? She an- 


s 

wer'd, No; and gave God Thanks, 
4 that ſhe never knew any Thing of 
1 the News of this World, neither did 
* F the defire to know it. But ſhe knew 
a great deal of News concerning the 

* Love and Mercies of Almighty God. 

For this ſhe ſaid was the only Thing 
ſhe defired to know, and wherewith 
1 her Heart was entirely taken up. 


* 
} | 
Pp 


; She had a real Experience of thes! in- 
ward and {piritual Life of Grace, VIS. 
| B EN One 


= One Time when her Miſtreſs was afraid 
that Armelle was like to run quite mad I 
by an Exceſs of Devotion, ſhe forbad 
her all ſpiritual Exerciſes; and would 
not let her go even to Church, except 


5 Mk Truly, Jam not mad, after 1 


© God without me, and then I was mad 4 
ing of a ſour and moroſe Humour, 
8 wow complained, but rather thank d God, 

that he was pleaſed to make this a 


Means of her fuller Purification, When 
her ſpiritual, Director himſelf, ſeeing 


wes! Earneſtneſs : © Why would you 


* 14 ] 


=» N 
how % 
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on the Lord's Day only: ee 
ing ſenſible of the falſe Step her Miſ- 
treſs took, ſmiled within herſelf, ſay- 


have found my Beloved, whom I now | 
© love with all my Heart. I remem- 
© ber a Time when I was ſeeking only 


"I." ; 4 r 
FF * 


indeed. This Miſtreſs of hers be- 3 


thew'd a great deal of Ill-nature to | 4 
Armelle, of which, however, ſhe ne- 4 


= ſhe ſuffered in that Houſe, adviſ- 
ed her one Time entirely to quit that 
Place, ſhe replied according to her 


g have 


[rs ] 


4 : TH: me ker Nom his: Croks wh 


the Lord himſelf has entailed upon 
me? No, by no Means: I ſhall ne- 
* ver do it, except you abſolutely com- 
mand it. If Ithould undergo a thou- 


ſand Times as much, I ſhall never for- 


- 7* ſake the Place for all that, but rather 
7 © ſtay till they turn me away by Force. 


In which unexpected Anſwer her Spiri- 


7 tual Director entirely acquieſced, never 
 Z prompting her again to quit a Place, 


where ſhe had a daily Opportunity to 
practice Patience and Self-dental ; Vir- 
tues ſo much contrary to the whole 
Bent of corrupt Nature, and yet fo ne- 
ceſſary for rightly framing a Chriſtian 
Life and Converſation. At another 
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2 Time ſhe ſaid: * If the Soul be but 


* well grounded in the Favour of God, 
and lively affected with the Operations 
* of his Grace, all the Inſults of the De- 


vil, and of the Creature, are born with 


Joy and Comfort. But that is Miſ- 


*ery indeed, when the Lord himſelf. 
* withdraws from the Soul, and let's her 


B 2 : 5 * ſhift 


— — „ — — — — 2 = 
@ 


— — — 4 BS 


- ans 


« « ſhift far. herſelf Then ſhe thinks 3 
© that every Step is a Step into Sin and] v1 


ſhe talked of nothing more, than of bel 1 
ing. faithful to God. Nothing dropp'd FR 
more from her Mouth, than Let ws be 
faithful, let us be faithful to the Lord. 


Now and then ſhe would repeat it an 
hundred Times over; and being ask'd 3 


elſe to ſay: She anſwer' d, Don't won- 
der at my ſaying this over and over a- 


4 Thing. For tis Faithfulncß Where 1 


* 16 Y : 


© Corruption, being EY unable toll 
. herſelf againſt 1 it. 1 


In what Company 1 ſhe Was, 


This Word ſhe thought fit for any J 
Time, and ſuitable to every Company. 43 


by her Friends whether the had nothing 
. If 1 ſhould live a thoufand A 


in va Perfection of a Chriſtian Lite 4 
* conſiſts, 5 1 


of the conſtraining Power of the di- 2 


vine Love, the has the following Ex- * 


reflion : 2 
© FR" 
P 3 
1 
"IJ 
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preſſi ion: Wbenerer l happened to 
© adhere a little too mach to my natural 
© Inclinations, (apt to ſteal upon the 
Mind under the ſpecious Pretence of 
Neceſſity) I was immediately reprov- 
ed by the Love of God. This divine 
uy © Live is like a careful Tutor, who 
© takes all the Pains imaginable, for ad- 

* vancing his Pupil in the Way of Learn- 
ing he is engaged in; and for this Rea- 
ſon keeps his Eye conſtantly fixed on 
'# © him, both to correct his Failings, 
1 though never ſo ſmall, and to prevent 
his being led away by any Thing that 

might divert him from his chief Em- 

© ployment. Thus, /ays ſbe, dealt the 
„Lord with me. He kept me cloſely 

© confined to an holy Awe and Wari- 
7} ©nefs; and when 1 happened by one 
T ui Overſight or other to withdraw, as 
1 "i were, from his Eye, he in that ve- 

ry Moment purſued after me, and re- 

* call'd me to my Duty. But all this 
was done with ſo much Love and 
* Tenderneſs, that it muſt be a Heart 
4A B „55 of 


'F 


ſent. But no ſooner my Parents were 


[8 Þ 


1 f Braſs, if not apllifed by ſuch « en- 
= © Ming Marks of Love and Kind- 1 
= * neſs, ' "27D | | 


of 12 e diſorderly Love to Friends and 
Relations, which now and then even 
well diſpoſed Souls are too much guilty 
of, ſhe gives the following Account: 
One Time, ſays ſhe, my Parents came 
to ſee me; when I entertained them, 
I found myſelf tranſported with ſome 

vain Joy and Pleaſure, and ſomewhat 

* coldiſh in minding the Impreſſions of * 

© the Love of God; nay, it ſeemd as 
if the Lord himſelf did in a manner 
withdraw from me, to let me have, as 
it were, the more Liberty for the pre- 


gone, and I come to myſelf, the Bur- 
den and Affliction I then felt upon my 
Spirit was heavy enough, ſince I did 
not find him whom I lov'd more than 

my own Soul. However, as ſoon as 
"© came Home, J felt again a noble 
9 een of the divine Love, and it 
8 Was 


tw 1 


IF was as, as if the Lord had waited for 
me, on Purpole to communicate him- 
8 ſelf unto 8 


3 After this the freely. 1 that 
7 from that very Time ſhe found herſelf 
entirely freed from all Manner of irre- 
gular Adherency to her Parents, whom 


ſcern of promoting the more ſpiritual 
Part of her Friends and F ellow Crea- 


60d made every Thing, nay even my 
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herſelf in her whole Life and Conver- 
ation; but it moſt viſibly appeared in 
that unwearied Readineſs and Quickneſs 
FF ſhe diſpatch'd every Thing tending. to 


he was too fond of heretofore, being 
Inow only taken up with the grand Con- 
tures: Thus, ſays ſhe, the Love of 
very Faults and Imperfections, redound 
.* © to ay greater eee Good and W * 


A F She was a moſt ſhining Pattern of 
© pom the Glory of God in her Stati- 


5 She often wonder'd at ſome Peo- + 
F ple s dilatory Doings in the Service of 


| 


"T's 20 * * 


God, and ſid, it was a cunning ;F meh # 
and Stratagem of the Devil, to make 
People put off from one Day to another 
ſuch Deſigns as might ſerve to advance 
the Glory of God, and the Good of our 
Fellow Creatures. For, ſaid the, it 

J ten happens, that that Grace which 
at one Hour offers itſelf to a Man, in 
* order to ſupport him under fome difficult 

, Enter pri xes, is not fp eafil met with i 
at another Time. . this, ; 5 

* how uncertain is our 2 Nay, if 1 
© we were ſure to live longer, yet ought 

© we not to linger upon that Account at 
all, nor to defer from one Day to a- 

; «other what might be done this Day. 
A Man that is Full of Delays in the 
Service of God, muſt needs have but 
©litfle Love at the Bottom. Ibero 1 
© ever Love is raiſed to any conſiderabs 
Degree, there the Soul can't reſt, aubilſt 
there remains any Thing to be done re- 
© quired by the Buloved. And this dila- 
Story Temper, ſaid ſhe, was a great 
; * *Impedirzent inthe Way to Perfection. 
Many Souls were convinced of the Will 
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be done in good, Earneſt; but that To- 


be proud. J was ſo fully convinced 


ly to ſti inſt the corrupt | 

5 Preben ions of their du 1 and lazy 
5 © Temper, the made but a flow. Pro- 
« grels i in the Werk of Religion. They 
ay, To-morrow, morons it ſhall 


© Morrow never Comes, The Conſe- 

© quence whereof is, that the longer 
* they Hatter themſclves in their difor- _ 
ble 70 n Cuſtoms, the leſs” g 


, ». T-þ 


» 


3 The Vine FW, acts was as re- : 
marʒkable in this holy Maid as any of the 
® reſt; © TI was aſtoniſhed, /ays ſbe, when 
my Father, told me to watch e i 
Pride; for 1 thought whilſt 1 Was. 
well in my Wits, I could not poſſibly 


that any Thing really good was from 
© God, that if all the Angels and Men 
had offered to perſivade m me to the con- 


= 


8 Ay. T ſhould never hive: believed 


ll * ©them. And this Senſe fortified me a- 


* gainſt all Manner of Pride and Pre- 
* ſumption, my own Conſcience never 
charging me with the leaſt Guilt of 
| ©that Vice, and I could not imagine 
© how it was poſſible, that Men ſhould 
"Ppt ſo heinous a Thing as this- 


| She Dad always a high Efteem for 
ber low Condition. She ſaid, ſhe 
would never change her Condition. : 
(which was that of a Servant Maid) 
except ſhe was viſibly convinced of 
* the Will of God. For tho' her Sta- 
| : tion was but mean, yet ſhe was more 
* pleaſed with it, than with all the Pray- 
ers and Contemplations ſhe perhaps 
8 © might enjoy in the moſt concealed 
WW © Solitude of the World. She ſaid, her 
bl © outward Employment and all the Drud- 
gery ſhe was put to, did not at all cool 
© or weaken the Senſe of the Love, and 
b of the gracious Preſence of the Lord, 
© ſhe uſually enjoyed. Nay, the more 
8 fervent ſhe was to ſpend herſelt 1 intire- 


1 


ly in Works of Charity, 2 
© complying with every Thing incident 
© to her Life, the more plentiful Incomes 
* he had of the Tow and Favour of 
© God. Hence, it would but be the 
Effect of a falſe Heart, if one. ſhould 
make bold to quit his outward. Em- 
* ployment, in order to gain more Reſt 
*and Quiet in another Place. God, 
ſays ſhe, knows Ways to find Souls where- 
* ever they be, if they do not 0 22 ſhut 

| their Hurt * bn n. 


1 When the look'd u pon the happy i 
State ſhe was arrived to, and the ſevere be 
Doom attending profligate Wretches 
= ſhe uſed to ſay, She ſeemed unto 
= © herſelf like one that had been in a 
great Storm at Sea, and by Streſs of 
Weather like to be caſt away every | 
= Minute; but getting off at laſt ſafe 
and ſound, remembered now a-ſhore 
the Dangers her Brethren and near 
Relations were ſtill expoſed to, being 
WS © toſs'd up and down in the huge Ocean, 
and left to ZOE: vw of . ae 
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LE = Dr. Wake in LY Chatter of chi 
| [f | A * 2 Woman ſays, in his Diſcourſes | 
8.8 of the Love of Gov, page 2682 This 
Vas the Frame and Temper, this the | 
i = * "devout Language of Armelle Nicolas, 
1. a poor ant Maid, who had ſpent 
mot than thirty Years bf her” life 
1 * | inthe conſtant Exerciſe of divine Love 
1 2 Tad has not * font me (ys. ſhe) 517% ö 
14 5 Welt but to lobe himfelf, and bb i 
11 _ great Mercy ] have wed hilt 46 
eb, that I 2 Pbok him more, Af. 
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